	POS 110 - FINAL EXAM
May 2000

	The final exam is due in class Friday, May 19th at 11 am sharp.  If you are late for any reason, hand your final exam in to the Anthropology/History/Political Science main office (Diana Rayner's office) on the 3rd floor of Building 4.  It must be typewritten.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call me at home at (716) 461-9112 or e-mail me at mackmariani@mail.com.   Answer both questions.  

1. Read the assigned article and answer the following questions (50 points): 

a. What is the main hypothesis of this paper? 

b. Identify the independent and the dependent variables. 

c. Do we identify any (potentially) intervening variables? What are they? Suggest another intervening variable that we didn’t look at and explain why it might be driving change in the dependent variable. 

d. What conclusion do we come to about this hypothesis? Do you agree? 

e. In the text (and later in the appendix) there is a discussion about the difficulty of choosing between two data sets to test the hypothesis. What validity or reliability concerns are raised? Which data set would you have used and why? 

2. As we discussed in class, Ellen Grigsby argues that there are five components to democracy: participation, pluralism, developmentalism, protection and performance. Considering each of these components, just how democratic is the United States? What about the political system works? What doesn’t? To support your conclusions, draw on the evidence from class discussions and readings, your colleagues’ journal entries and research presentations and guest speakers (50 points). 

Extra Credit: What character from Gilligan’s Island helped string Clint Eastwood’s character up in the classic Western movie, Hang ‘em High? (3 points)


